Robert S. Corrington is Professor of Philosophical Theology in the Graduate Division of Religion of Drew University, Madison, NJ.  He is the author of nine books and around eighty articles devoted to unfolding his own philosophy of ecstatic naturalism, which emerged out of dialogue with Euro-American pragmatism (Peirce, James, Dewey, Santayana), with its intense focus on the metaphysical implications of Darwin, and Continental Phenomenology (Husserl, Heidegger, Sartre), which bypasses epistemology (theory of knowledge) to gain a more primal and grounded account of human consciousness and its intentional objects. He takes a unique approach to naturalism that make nine specific assertions.  

A Unique Form of Naturalism
His unique form of naturalism makes the following assertions: 1) nature is all that there is, 2) the so-called supernatural is actually a series of events that may be vagrant, spoiliative, or especially numinous, but they are natural, 3) the foundation/abyss of nature is captured in the Latin term natura naturans (nature naturing), which can be translated as “nature creating itself out of itself alone,” 4) the ejects of nature naturing form the innumerable orders of natura naturata (nature natured), 5) nature’s potencies are ecstatic as they eject orders out of the foundation/abyss of nature naturing, 6) there is no one “what” that is instantiated in every complex of nature, hence metaphysical perspectives such as materialism, monadology (Leibniz and Whitehead), or spiritualism, impose a single trait on a nature that simply cannot be so encompassed,  7) fashionable notions of internal relations, which assert that anything that can be discriminated in any way is connected with everything else, represent a class of narcissistic wish fulfillments (Freud’s “omnipotence of thought”) by covering over genuine breaks, eruptions, loss of relationality, and the sheer death of possibilities and actualities that, collectively, would compel us to see our sheer littleness in nature that seems to be indifferent to its foundlings, 8) no one method, type of inquiry, or interpretive strategy, can hope to understand the astonishing array of traits in nature—each has limits that are rarely seen or acknowledged, with a resulting Napoleonic hegemony that belittles other approaches to the innumerable orders of nature natured, and finally 9) only a social psychoanalysis (Wilhelm Reich) combined with democratic reconstruction (Dewey, Rorty, West) can even hope to ameliorate some of the conditions of injustice in the world.
